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551 Franklin Street, Havre de Grace, MD 21078
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May 2021
Saturday marks the beginning of May and we can only hope that the weather takes the hint and
warms up! May is the time when novice green thumbs and professional gardeners alike begin to
plant flowers and vegetables in hopes that a late season frost doesn’t undo their efforts. Those
that embrace this yearly ritual know that rich soil,
water and warm sunshine are the necessary ingredients
that will result in a rich and bountiful harvest. The
gospel this week reflects this theme as Jesus asserts
that he is the vine and we are the branches. Without
being connected to him, we cannot grow. His Word
feeds us so that we not only grow but flourish in a way
that we become the catalyst of sustaining life by
spreading the Word just as the branches move out from
the vine.
This month we celebrate Jesus’ ascension to heaven; although his earthly ministry ends we are
reminded that our own ministry is about to begin. We extinguish the Paschal candle to symbolize
that the Easter season has come to an end and our focus now shifts to the disciples and the
directive given to them to baptize all nations. The highlight of the church year comes next as we
celebrate Pentecost, the birth of the church on earth. We witness the frightened disciples gain
strength and courage through the intercession of the Holy Spirit, reminding us that the same
Spirit is sent to remain with us in the absence of Jesus on earth
May is indeed an exciting month, and never so much as this year. Many routines and activities of
the year begin to wrap up and our minds move to the possibilities of once again gathering safely
with friends and families to enjoy outdoor activities and events. Hopefully life slows down a bit
from the hectic pace of school and work so that we can be rejuvenated by the summer sun and be
prepared to start again in the fall. Let’s take this important month in the church year to reflect on
our lives and how we have continued the mission of the church and to prepare ourselves to
receive the Spirit and undertake the true meaning of discipleship.
Blessings,
Paul Martin
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MAY 2021
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1

5th Sunday of Easter

2

Worship
Service
11:00AM
(Paul Martin speaking)

6th Sunday of Easter

3
Aerobics
BFH
8:30-9:30am

9

Worship
Service
11:00AM
(Paul Martin speaking)

10

4

Session packet
info due

11

Worship
Service
11:00AM
(Paul Martin speaking)
Day of Pentecost

17

Session meeting
6:30 pm

Worship
Service
11:00AM
(Paul Martin speaking)

18

19

25

26

Aerobics
BFH
8:30-9:30am

Aerobics
BFH
8:30-9:30am

Pentecost Offering
Trinity Sunday

30

Worship
Service
11:00AM
(Paul Martin speaking)

13

14

15

20

21

22

Ascension
of the Lord

‘The Vine’
food pantry
10–11:30am

Aerobics
BFH
8:30-9:30am

June
Newsletter
Deadline

24

8

National Day of
Prayer

12

Aerobics
BFH
8:30-9:30am

23

7

Aerobics
BFH
8:30-9:30am

Aerobics
BFH
8:30-9:30am

16

6

Aerobics
BFH
8:30-9:30am

Grace Place

Mother’s Day
7th Sunday of Easter

5

31
Memorial
Day

2

27

28

29

CHURCH FAMILY NEWS

05/05 – Nathan Brown
05/06 – Larry Dobson
05/08 – Bud Webb
05/10 – Edith Hoffman
05/11 – Mike Smith
05/15 – Jane Kirkendall

05/15 – Heather Willoughby
05/19 – Ryan Andreen
05/27 – Carol Gatto
05/27 – Tracy Transparenti
05/30 – Heather Fox
05/31 – Becky Dobson

05/18 – Adam Datesman & Julie Ducharme

Duty Roster

05/02
05/09
05/16
05/23
05/30

Liturgist
Kim Andreen
Ron Stein
Jennifer Cibelli
Carolyn Mathias
Amy Weitzel

Flower
Ministry
Sandy Matthews
Esther Dunaway
Pat Allingham
Carol Gatto
Kim Andreen

Building
And Grounds
Ryan Andreen
Pam Mason
Greg Smith
Ed Matthews
Scott Pentz

Communion
05/02 – Pat Allingham

Church Staffed Office Hours
Monday – Office Closed
Tuesday – 7:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Wednesday – 7:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Thursday – 7:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Friday – Office closed
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Usher-Teller
Lew Mason
“
“
“
“

THE VINE FOOD PANTRY
The Vine food pantry was open on Saturday, April 24, 2021 from 10 –
11:30 am. There was a total of 14 families who came to the church for
food - 1 family came on Friday afternoon, April 23 looking for food; 2 families came
on Friday morning, April 23 seeking a turkey; 2 families came on Friday afternoon,
April 23 seeking a ham; and 9 families came on Saturday morning, April 24 seeking food; 3
families who had been contacted on Friday as a reminder did not show up.
Thanks go to Bill Berry for greeting those coming to church and for “bagging up” the food.
Thanks go to Dianne Berry for greeting those coming to church and for doing the paperwork;
everyone was glad to see Dianne.
The next date for the food pantry will be May 22, 2021.
The Vine Food Pantry Schedule for 2021

May 22
August 27
* November 20

June 26
September 25
*December 17

July 24
October 23

YOUR MONETARY OR FOOD DONATION IS GREATLY APPRECIATED. WHAT YOU GIVE WILL MAKE A REAL
DIFFERENCE TO REAL PEOPLE. THANK YOU! *In November and December, our food giveaway is on the Saturday
prior to the Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays.
The Vine Food Pantry always needs: Peanut Butter, Jelly/Jams, Spaghetti/Sauce, Canned meats, Mac & Cheese,
and Cereals. Pick up one or two items the next time you’re shopping and drop them at church on Sunday. If
everyone brings 1 item, which will be 20-30 items a week the pantry could stay full.
Respectfully submitted,
Lew Mason
******************************************************************

Mile of Pennies
April donations - $2.68
Total for the sixth Mile of Pennies is $75.09. Our fifth mile was completed in December
2020. A Mile of Pennies consists of $844.80 or 84,480 pennies. The Mile of Pennies originated
in 1986. If you would like to contribute to the Miles of Pennies, we have a basket located on
your left as you enter the Narthex and ‘thank-you’ in advance for your participation in this
mission of our church. The money is used to purchase cards and stamps for mailings to
members and friends of the congregation.
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PRAYER CONCERNS












Prayers for our church as we continue our ‘in person’ worship services.
Prayers for our country.
Prayers for Leola Leffler and family.
Prayers for Dianne Berry as she continues to have pain from ankle surgery.
Prayers for Cathy Deibel, continued medical concerns.
Continued prayers for Pat Allingham’s nephew James Rudolph and her cousin Waylan Goddin. Also asks prayers for
Ruth Muir in the death of her husband Pat.
Amy Weitzel requests prayers for family members who have the Covid virus.
Jane Martin requests prayers for the family of a student who passed away suddenly.
Prayers for the family of George Twombly who passed away.
Lew Mason requests prayers for Karen Busta and family (Karen comes to the Vine food pantry).
Prayers for Joyce Copenhaver’s sister Linda, major medical concerns; and for Joyce’s grandson Austin and their
unit, being deployed for a year to Qatar on May 2.

 Do you have a prayer concern? Please let us know!

A Mother's Love
There are times when only a mother's love
Can understand our tears,
Can soothe our disappoints
And calm all of our fears.
There are times when only a mother's love
Can share the joy we feel
When something we've dreamed about
Quite suddenly is real.
 Do you have a prayer concern? Please let us know!

There are times when only a mother's faith
Can help us on life's way
And inspire in us the confidence
We need from day to day.

For a mother's heart and a mother's faith
And a mother's steadfast love
were fashioned by the angels
And sent from God above. --Author Unknown
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